UM environmental history symposium April 8-9 to focus on nature, culture in Northern West by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
3-28-1994 
UM environmental history symposium April 8-9 to focus on 
nature, culture in Northern West 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM environmental history symposium 
April 8-9 to focus on nature, culture in Northern West" (1994). University of Montana News Releases, 
1928, 1956-present. 13211. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/13211 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE
University Com m unications 
M issoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
March 28, 1994
UM ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY SYMPOSIUM APRIL 8-9 
TO FOCUS ON NATURE, CULTURE IN NORTHERN WEST
MISSOULA ~
Some of the nation’s leading environmental historians will gather with resource management 
officials and others interested in the interplay of nature and culture Friday and Saturday, April 8-9, 
at a free public University of Montana symposium.
"Nature and Culture in the Northern West," hosted by UM’s Center for the Rocky 
Mountain West, will offer sessions from 1 to 5 p.m. Friday in the Montana Theatre of UM’s 
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center, and from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Boone and Crockett North American Conservation Summit Center in Missoula’s old Milwaukee 
Station.
At 8 p.m. Friday keynote speaker Donald Worster, who has been termed "the dean of 
American environmental historians," will discuss "The Wilderness Ideal in Canada and the United 
States" in UM’s Montana Theatre. W orster’s books include "Dust Bowl," "Rivers of Empire" and 
"Under Western Skies," a 1992 collection of his essays. He is the Hall Distinguished Professor of 
American History at the University of Kansas.
With a slate of well-known historians, a Kootenai tribal elder, a wildlife biologist and a U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency official, Center for the Rocky Mountain W est Director Bill Farr 
said he hopes the gathering will draw policy makers, resource managers and interested people from
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throughout the region to explore the current state of environmental issues in the northern West.
"Environmental impacts have long been at the center of human negotiations," said Farr, 
chair of UM’s history department. "Our goal is to take issues that are so often struggled over only 
in contemporary terms — ecosystem management, environmental corridors, population shifts, policy 
orientation -- and set them in a larger context."
The symposium schedule is:
Friday, April 8
■  1-2:30 p.m. -- "The Metropolitan Mountains: Towns and Cities as Reshapers of the 
Rockies" by University of Colorado history Professor Patricia Nelson Limerick; and "The Role of 
Environment and Place in Rocky Mountain History" by Dan Flores, UM’s Hammond Professor of 
Western History.
■  2:45-3:45 p.m. — "Thomas Moran and the Snake River Region: An Inquiry into the 
Environmental Values of a Landscape Painter," by Idaho State University historian Peter Boag; and 
"The Romance of Wonderland: Women Travelers in Yellowstone," by Montana State University 
historian Susan Neel.
■  4-5 p.m. -- "What Was and What Is at Stake in the Kootenai Falls Case: A Kootenai 
Perspective," by Kootenai tribal elder Patrick Lefthand of Pablo; and "Seated Together at the Great 
Table of the Columbia River" by Barbara Liebhardt Wester, Chicago-based assistant regional 
counsel for the EPA.
■  8 p.m. -  Worster’s keynote address, "The Wilderness Ideal in Canada and the United
States."
Saturday, April 9
■  9:30-10:30 a.m. -- "Of Time and Terrain in the Northern West: The Industrial Interlude"
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by Oregon State University Professor William Robbins; and "Technology and the Environment: The 
Search for a Benign Energy Source" by University of Texas Professor Robert Righter.
■  10:45 a.m.-noon — "Tailing Tales: Environmental Conflicts in Northern Idaho" by 
University of Arizona historian Katherine Morrissey; and "Environment, Politics and the Central 
Utah Project" by North Dakota State University historian Mark Harvey.
■  1:30-2:30 p.m. -- "Tackling the Megafactors That Are Shaping Wildlife Diversity" by UM 
Boone and Crockett Professor of Wildlife Biology Hal Salwasser; and "A Conspiracy of Optimism: 
Manufacturing Abundance on the National Forests of the Northern Rockies" by Washington State 
University historian Paul Hirt.
■  2:45-3:30 p.m. -- "Roll on Columbia: Knowing Nature Through Work on the Columbia 
River" by University of Washington history Professor Richard White; and a symposium summation 
by Flores.
The event is co-sponsored by the Center for the Rocky Mountain West, the Washington 
State University history department and the Montana Historical Society. For more information call 
243-5943.
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Editors, news directors, reporters: Participating environmental historians who can be contacted 
for telephone interviews include Donald Worster, (913) 864-4798; Patricia Limerick, (303) 492- 
6683; Richard White (206) 543-5790; Dan Flores, on sabbatical in Texas, (806) 828-5702; and 
William Robbins, (503) 737-1270. For further contacts or details call Bill Farr, 243-5943.
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